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“Dissent, Conscience and the Wall” Project Final Event: 
A Call for Students to Become Active Citizens 

 
 
Brussels, December 10th, 2015 – Does historical memory always correspond to historical 
truth? If historical memory has always been crucial for state building, would it be ever 
possible to reconcile national remembrance cultures with a common European 
remembrance, fundamental to foster European identity? In the attempt at building this 
European historical memory, which path should be followed? Would it be better to start 
from defined historical moments or from large “topoi”, such as “European freedom”? And 
what would the role of education be in achieving it? 
 
Moreover, what was the economic impact of German reunification? And how difficult 
was the relationship among independent groups and the Church in East Germany before 
1989? 
 
These were the main topics addressed during the closing event of our “Dissent, 
Conscience and the Wall” Project, held at Cervantes Institute in Brussels on December 
10th, 2015. 
 
The project, promoted by EucA and NEA to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the fall of 
the Berlin Wall, started in September 2014. Since then, 3 symposia had been organized in 
London and Brussels, and each of them had been devoted to one of the following 
themes: tolerance of dissent and freedom of conscience on both sides of the Iron Curtain; 
the role of conscience and dissent in bringing about the fall of the Berlin Wall; the 
changing role of conscience and dissent in Europe since 1989. 
 
Speakers in final event included: Mr Toomas Hiio, from Estonian Institute of Historical 
Memory; Mr Matthias Müller, from Saxony Liaison Office in Brussels; Dr Stefan Gehrold, 
Director of the European Office of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation in Brussels; Dr Markus 
Prutsch, Administrator at the EU Parliament, Directorate-General for Internal Policies of the 
Union; Dr Andrea Mork, Curatorial coordinator for the House of European History. 
 
Their interventions were followed by intense question-and-answer sessions. We cannot 
guarantee that the 57 students attending the event went back home with all their doubts 
cleared. Instead we hope they returned to their countries with more questions than they 
had before leaving and with the awareness that being an active citizen goes farther than 



 
 

voting. It requires from each of us our own contribution to improve the society we are 
living in, because, as states the African proverb written on the East Side Gallery on the 
Berlin Wall: “Many small people who in many small places do many small things can 
change the face of the world”.  
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PROJECT PARTNERS 
 
EUCA, European University College Association, brings together the Halls of Residence for university students of academic 
merit from all around Europe. The Association consists of national networks of colleges of 10 European countries and is based 
in Brussels. Established with the aim of enriching the academic and professional development of students through non-
formal and informal activities, EUCA caries out projects and initiatives that favour the promotion of merit, international 
mobility and the development of responsible citizenship. The objective is to complement, through a personalized 
educational project focused on the acquisition of soft skills, the academic education students receive in Universities. 

www.euca.eu 

 
The Netherhall Educational Association (NEA) is a charity committed to the welfare and development of young people. Its 
members consist of a network of collegiate halls of residence where students are encouraged to develop socially, 
academically and culturally through shared living, and a wide range of social, cultural and academic activities. Through its 
initiative the Thomas More Institute (TMI) the NEA seeks to promote informed and active participation in public life; 
coordinated action across disciplinary frontiers; coherent ethical approaches in professional, commercial and political life; 
and a better understanding, and constructive ethical assessment of scientific developments 

http://www.nh.netherhall.org.uk 
 
 


